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Keeping All Students Safe Act (H.R. 1893)
The Keeping All Students Safe Act (H.R. 1893) would prevent and reduce the use of physical restraint and seclusion in schools and continues to be the first national effort to address this problem and ensure the safety of all students and school staff.  Representative George Miller (CA-11) re-introduced this bi-partisan bill, H.R. 1893, on May 8th, 2013. Similar legislation previously passed the House during the 111th Congress on March 3, 2010 by an overwhelming margin.  There is not a Senate companion bill at this time.
Background

A 2009 report by the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) revealed hundreds of cases in which children were abused, and some even died, as a result of misuses of seclusion and restraint in public and private schools, often at the hands of untrained staff. Many of these interventions were used disproportionately on some of our most vulnerable students – children with disabilities, including those with emotional or behavioral disorders. Unlike in hospitals and other facilities that receive federal funding, there are no federal laws that address how and when seclusion or restraint can be used in schools. State regulations and oversight vary greatly and have often failed to protect children, and many states do not provide any guidance or assistance regarding these behavioral interventions. It is also impossible to determine the full extent to which these interventions are being used because there is currently no consistent reporting of data.

The use of restraint and seclusion is widespread.  Data from the U.S. Department of Education shows that nearly 40,000 students were physically restrained during the 2009-2010 school year, with about 70% of those students being students with disabilities.  Research and recent reports show that the use of restraint and seclusion in schools is often unregulated and used disproportionately on children with disabilities, frequently resulting in injury, trauma, and even death.  Restraint and seclusion are often used for behaviors that do not pose danger or threat of harm, and are implemented by untrained school personnel. 
There are numerous alternatives to restraint and seclusion, including positive behavioral interventions and supports and other de-escalation techniques. Efforts to reduce restraint and seclusion should be part of a strategy for school-wide safety and should include the development of district-wide policies, training for all educational staff, crisis preparation, interagency cooperation and student/parent participation. Proactive approaches need to be used, i.e., positive behavior interventions and supports that are safe, effective, and evidence-based. Research demonstrates that the use of preventive and positive strategies is a cost-saving approach that changes how schools respond to students, improving student behavior by promoting and reinforcing desired behaviors, and eliminating the unintended reinforcement of and need to respond to problem behaviors.  
Legislation
The Keeping All Students Safe Act is a balanced approach to make classrooms safer and is vital to stopping the use of seclusion, restraint and other abusive interventions in schools that cause unnecessary trauma, injury and death to America’s children.  

The Keeping All Students Safe Act would:
· Establish important minimum safety standards in schools, similar to the protections already in place in hospitals and non-medical community-based facilities;

· Ban restraint and seclusion except in emergencies when someone is in danger of physical harm;
· Prohibit the managing of any student behavior by using any mechanical or chemical restraint, physical restraint or escort that restricts breathing, or aversive behavioral intervention that compromises student health and safety;

· Require that if children are placed in seclusion rooms, school staff must continuously visually observe them; 

· Require schools to establish procedures to notify parents on the same day if restraint or seclusion is imposed on their child;
· Call on states, within two years of enactment, to establish their policies, procedures, monitoring and enforcement systems to meet these minimum standards;

· Require states and local educational agencies to ensure that a sufficient number of school personnel receive state-approved crisis intervention training and certification in first aid and certain safe and effective student management techniques; and

· Prevent restraint and seclusion from being used when less restrictive alternatives, like positive supports and de-escalation, would eliminate any danger and promote positive behavioral supports for all children.  
Messages to Congress
· This bill is desperately needed to prevent and reduce the use of physical restraint and seclusion in schools.
· Parents need to be notified on the same day if restraint or seclusion is imposed on their child.

· Prevent restraint and seclusion from being used when less restrictive alternatives, like positive supports and de-escalation, would eliminate any danger and promote positive behavioral supports for all children.

· Cosponsor the Keeping All Students Safe Act (H.R. 1893).
Keeping All Students Safe Act Cosponsors (14): 
Rep Bonamici, Suzanne (OR-1)

Rep Cicilline, David N. (RI-1)

Rep Grijalva, Raul M. (AZ-3)

Rep Harper, Gregg (MS-3)

Rep McCollum, Betty (MN-4)

Rep Moore, Gwen (WI-4)

Rep Moran, James P. (VA-8)

Rep Payne, Donald M., Jr. (NJ-10)

Rep Peters, Gary C. (MI-14)

Rep Polis, Jared (CO-2)

Rep Sablan, Gregorio Kilili Camacho (MP)

Rep Shea-Porter, Carol (NH-1)

Rep Slaughter, Louise McIntosh (NY-25) 

Rep Wilson, Frederica S. (FL-24)
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Cosponsors as of 5/24/13.
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