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Mental Health Awareness and Improvement Act of 2013 (S. 689)
The Mental Health Awareness and Improvement Act of 2013 (S. 689), a bi-partisan bill, would reauthorize and improve programs administered by both the Departments of Education and Health and Human Services related to awareness, prevention, and early identification of mental health conditions.  Senators Tom Harkin (IA) and Lamar Alexander (TN) were instrumental in drafting S.689 and the bill passed as an amendment on the Senate floor by an overwhelming margin of 95-2 on April 18th, 2013.  There is not a House companion bill at this time.
Background

On January 24th, 2013, in the wake of the Sandy Hook tragedy, the first hearing of the HELP Committee in the 113th Congress was in regard to mental health prevention and early intervention.  This was the first mental health hearing held in Congress in 8 years.  During this briefing, many mental health priorities were introduced, including the Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act (S. 116), the Children’s Recovery from Trauma Act (S. 380), Mental Health in Schools Act (S. 195/H.R. 628) and the Mental Health First Aid Act (S. 153/H.R. 274), and thus creating the mental health package of S. 689.  On April 10th, 2013, the Mental Health Awareness and Improvement Act of 2013 was voted unanimously out of the HELP Committee under the leadership of Senators Harkin and Alexander.  
Legislation

The Mental Health Awareness and Improvement Act of 2013 (S. 689) would reauthorize various education and health programs related to mental health.    The education section focuses on promoting school-wide prevention through the development of positive behavioral supports and encouraging school-based mental health partnerships. The public health section focuses on suicide prevention, helping children recover from traumatic events, mental health awareness for teachers and other individuals, and assessing barriers to integrating behavioral health and primary care. This legislation makes targeted improvements designed to advance Federal efforts to assist states and local communities in addressing the mental health needs of their citizens.
The Mental Health Awareness and Improvement Act of 2013 (S. 689) would:

· Encourage states to develop of school-wide prevention programs, such as positive behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS) to promote positive behaviors in students, create positive conditions for learning in schools, and identify students in need of supports and link them with appropriate services;

· Encourage states to provide technical assistance to Local Educational Agencies and school personnel on the implementation of school-based mental health programs and other approaches designed to improve learning environments in schools;

· Encourage states to include the promotion of school-based mental health partnerships designed to help schools link students with the clinical mental health services they need;

· Reauthorize the Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act for suicide prevention, grants for mental health awareness training and the National Child Traumatic Stress Initiative (NCTSI) through the Children’s Recovery Act;

· Require the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to report on behavioral health integration, utilization of mental health services for children and on the implementation of the Virginia Tech recommendations;
· Direct the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to improve education and awareness of treatments for opioid use disorders;

· Encourage the dissemination of information regarding evidence-based practices for mental health and substance use disorders in older adults; and

· Encourage the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to improve the National Violent Death Reporting System.

Messages to Congress
· Prevention and early intervention programs for mental health conditions are not only cost-effective compared to reactive treatment interventions, but also enable individuals with mental health conditions lead healthy and productive lives.
· Cosponsor the Mental Health Awareness and Improvement Act of 2013 (S. 689).
· Increase funding for mental health awareness, prevention and early intervention at the Departments of Education and Health and Human Services for FY 2014.

Mental Health Awareness and Improvement Act of 2013 Cosponsors (19):
Sen Alexander, Lamar (TN)
Sen Ayotte, Kelly (NH)
Sen Baldwin, Tammy (WI) 

Sen Begich, Mark (AK) 

Sen Bennet, Michael F. (CO) 

Sen Blumenthal, Richard (CT) 

Sen Casey, Robert P., Jr. (PA) 

Sen Enzi, Michael B. (WY) 

Sen Franken, Al (MN) 

Sen Hagan, Kay (NC) 

Sen Isakson, Johnny (GA) 

Sen Johnson, Tim (SD) 

Sen Kirk, Mark Steven (IL)
Sen Klobuchar, Amy (MN)
Sen Murkowski, Lisa (AK) 

Sen Murphy, Christopher S. (CT) 

Sen Roberts, Pat (KS)
Sen Udall, Tom (NM)
Sen Wicker, Roger F. (MS)
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