[image: image2.png]Ml LA

Mental Health America




2












June 2013
Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Act of 2013 (S. 162/H.R. 401)
Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Act of 2013 (S. 162/H.R. 401), a bi-partisan bill, would reauthorize and update a 2004 law (PL 108-414) that set up a grant program to support collaborative programs that address the needs of justice-involved individuals with mental health conditions.  S. 162 and H.R. 401 strengthen mental-health courts and other collaborative programs between the criminal justice and mental-health systems, including Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT).  Representative Richard Nugent (FL-11) introduced the House bill, H.R. 401, on January 23rd, 2013. The Senate companion bill, S. 162, was introduced by Senator Al Franken (MN) on January 28th, 2013. 
Background

Individuals with mental health conditions are significantly overrepresented in the prison and jail population. In a recent five-site study of jail populations, researchers found rates of serious mental illnesses that are three to six times more than those found in the general population: 15% of the men, 31% of the women.  Furthermore, of people under probation supervision, individuals with mental health conditions are nearly twice as likely as others to have their community sentence revoked, furthering their involvement in the criminal justice system.  Reasons for revocation may be directly or indirectly related to a person’s mental health condition.  State and local governments are increasingly finding the need for greater collaboration between criminal justice, juvenile justice, and mental health and substance abuse treatment systems to better allocate resources across systems, increase connections to needed services, and reduce recidivism.  
MIOTCRA was signed into law by President Bush in 2004 and authorized a $50 million grant program to be administered by the Department of Justice (DOJ).  This law created the Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Program (JMHCP) to help states and counties design and implement collaborative efforts between criminal justice and mental health systems. In 2008, Congress reauthorized the MIOTCRA program for an additional five years.  The reauthorization bill also expanded training for law enforcement to identify and respond appropriately to individuals with mental health conditions, and supported the development of law enforcement receiving centers as alternatives to jail booking, to assess individuals in custody for mental health and substance abuse treatment needs.  Unfortunately, these programs are grossly underfunded.  Only 1 out of 11 DOJ grant applications will be funded.  That means 10 programs with the potential to divert individuals with mental health conditions from the criminal justice system or to train law enforcement to better enable them to respond to these individuals go unfunded.
Legislation

The Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Act of 2013 would expand assistance and reauthorize MIOTCRA.   It was designed to increase public safety by facilitating collaboration among the criminal justice, juvenile justice, and mental health and substance abuse treatment systems to improve access to effective treatment for people with mental illnesses involved with the justice system. 
 The Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Act of 2013 (S. 162/H.R. 401) would:

· Expand services to veterans that include treatment court programs, peer to peer services, appropriate services to veterans who have been incarcerated, and training programs for criminal justice, law enforcement and corrections personnel to identify and respond to incidents involving veterans with a mental health condition.

· Enhance capabilities of a correctional facility to identify and screen for mentally ill inmates, provide appropriate treatment, and to train employees to identify and respond to inmates with mental health conditions.
· Make grants to provide broader training during police academies and orientation  that teach law enforcement personnel how to identify and respond to incidents involving persons with mental health disorders. 
· Provide grants to programs that reduce adult or juvenile recidivism.
Messages to Congress
· Jail and prison are less cost-effective settings for treating individuals with mental health conditions who come in contact with the criminal justice system compared to prevention and diversion programs.

· Cosponsor Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Act of 2013 (S. 162/H.R. 401).
· Increase funding for the MIOTCRA program in FY 2014 to help law enforcement officers, judges, correction officers, and mental health professionals develop more compassionate and cost-effective alternatives to incarceration.
Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Act of 2013 (S. 162) Cosponsors (27):
Sen Ayotte, Kelly (NH) 

Sen Begich, Mark (AK) 

Sen Blumenthal, Richard (CT) 

Sen Blunt, Roy (MO) 

Sen Boxer, Barbara (CA) 

Sen Brown, Sherrod (OH) 

Sen Collins, Susan M. (ME) 

Sen Coons, Christopher A. (DE) 

Sen Durbin, Richard (IL) 

Sen Gillibrand, Kirsten E. (NY) 

Sen Graham, Lindsey (SC) 

Sen Grassley, Chuck (IA)

Sen Hatch, Orrin G. (UT) 

Sen Heller, Dean (NV) 

Sen Johanns, Mike (NE) 

Sen Klobuchar, Amy (MN) 

Sen Leahy, Patrick J. (VT) 

Sen Moran, Jerry (KS)

Sen Roberts, Pat (KS)

Sen Portman, Rob (OH) 

Sen Reed, Jack (RI) 

Sen Schatz, Brian (HI) 

Sen Schumer, Charles E. (NY) 

Sen Shaheen, Jeanne (NH) 

Sen Warren, Elizabeth (MA)
Sen Whitehouse, Sheldon (RI) 

Sen Wyden, Ron (OR)

Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Act of 2013 (H.R. 401) Cosponsors (27):

Rep Amodei, Mark E. (NV-2) 

Rep Barber, Ron (AZ-2) 

Rep Benishek, Dan (MI-1) 

Rep Bordallo, Madeleine Z. (GU)
Rep Brooks, Susan W. (IN-5)
Rep Camp, Dave (MI-4) 

Rep Castor, Kathy (FL-14) 

Rep Cicilline, David N. (RI-1) 

Rep Conyers, John, Jr. (MI-13) 

Rep Esty, Elizabeth H. (CT-5) 

Rep Gowdy, Trey (SC-4) 

Rep Grimm, Michael G. (NY-11) 

Rep Heck, Joseph J. (NV-3) 

Rep Johnson, Bill (OH-6)

Rep Loebsack, David (IA-2)

Rep Lofgren, Zoe (CA-19) 

Rep Napolitano, Grace F. (CA-32) 

Rep O'Rourke, Beto (TX-16) 

Rep Pascrell, Bill, Jr. (NJ-9) 

Rep Peters, Gary C. (MI-14)

Rep Reichert, David G. (WA-8) 

Rep Scott, Robert C. "Bobby" (VA-3) 

Rep Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. (WI-5) 

Rep Stivers, Steve (OH-15) 

Rep Van Hollen, Chris (MD-8) 

Rep Walorski, Jackie (IN-2) 

Rep Yoder, Kevin (KS-3) 
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